Independent Living Legislative Workgroup - Higher Education Committee

Meeting Minutes:  February 25, 2009

· Chris, Crystal, and Alvin provided an update on the planning of the Foster Care Liaison training and the status of Casey’s partnership with us for the event.  More details will be provided soon.

· Crystal and Mark also discussed their meeting with Rep. Celeste and the potential to have the Board of Regents budget amended to specify that eligible foster youth may receive additional Ohio College Opportunity Grant funds.  Crystal and I are going to take a closer look at the budget, OCOG, and put together a proposal.  We will run it by the committee.  Some of the ideas on this discussed were to double the maximum allotment of OCOG (from around $2500 to around $5000) just for foster youth/former foster youth that meet the eligibility for the federal Chaffee ETV program.  This budget request would set aside about $500,000 of OCOG to fund the “double” allotment about for approximately 200 youth that would be expected to meet eligibility.  We also discussed the possibility of amending the budget bill to specify that these foster youth should be able to use OCOG for more than its specified use – committee members decided that was too much of an ask and that we should keep our request narrow to just the funding amount.  

· At the Have a Heart Ohio meeting yesterday, I asked the Board of Regents Vice Chancellor Paulo DiMaria about the prospects of the eligible OCOG expenses expanding in the near future.  (Right now, the budget allows OCOG to be used for tuition, fees, books, and transportation, but not room or board related expenses.)  Paulo said that Ohio has its version of the estimated cost of attendance for public institutions of higher education – based off of the federal estimated cost of attendance.  He also said that it would be possible in the future (perhaps the next budget) that this list is expanded to include housing, or other type of expenses.   

· Our next committee meeting has not been scheduled yet. 
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