Independent Living Legislative Workgroup - Higher Education Committee

Meeting Minutes:  January 26, 2009
Attendance: Crystal Allen (PSCAO), Mark Mecum (OACCA), Lindsay Stone (PCSAO), Alvin Mares (OSU College of Social Work), Chris Klefeker and Joe Murray (Miami University-Hamilton/NACADA), Doris Edelman (Montgomery County Children’s Services),  Wendi Warren (The Village Network), Bill Russell (Ohio Board of Regents), Bryan Brown (Starr Commonwealth), Yvonne Gray (ODJFS)

Higher Education Recommendations
· (Please see the latest version of our recommendations attached.)

· We should consider calling our higher education initiative for foster youth, the Foster Youth Promise, which would go along with the Governor and Board of Regents “GI Promise” initiative for veterans.  For the long term, we could even explore the idea of having a nationwide acceptance policy for youth to enroll in Ohio’s Foster Youth Promise program.  This would be a “first” in the nation type of idea, as Governor Strickland emphasized in his State of the State speech.
· In the enrollment cost scenario tables included in our recommendations, we need to add community college cost information.
· For the Foster Care Liaison recommendation, we should instead request that each University System of Ohio institution establish the position, while the Board of Regents will promote (not mandate) this practice.

· Since it will be highly unlikely to have the Foster Youth Promise program fully funded in the upcoming ’10-’11 budget, we should propose rolling out the program in three phases (see below).  We also discussed exploring the possibility of utilizing current funding streams, such as OCOG, WIA, Chaffee, ETV, and even partnering with foundations.
· Phase 1: pilot program at a small number(s) of universities/community colleges that matches ETV eligibility

· Questions: would this apply to any Ohio foster youth?  Or would it apply to youth in custody of specified counties?  Would you want to partner with one university or community college, or expand the pilot to several institutions in one area of the state?

· Phase 2: eligibility matches ETV

· Youth must be 17-20 years old to enter the program
· They must be in foster care or aged out of foster care OR they were adopted from foster care after the age of 16
· They must have a high school diploma or GED
· They must be accepted into or enrolled in an accredited college or vocational/technical training program for post-secondary education
· To maintain eligibility they must show continued progress towards their degree or certificate
· Participation is renewable until age 23 if they are enrolled by their 21st birthday
· Phase 3: eligibility matches our recommendations (much broader than ETV)
Next Steps

· (Mark) Schedule a meeting with the Vice Chancellor of the Ohio Board of Regents to discuss the first major step of our recommendations: the establishment and training for foster care liaisons at institutions of the University System of Ohio.
· (ODJFS, Chris, Alvin, Casey Family Programs) Continue planning of the 1-day “kick-off” training event about foster care liaisons, support services for former foster youth, and other related issues.  The purpose of this event is to create a state plan and for training on collaborative models.
· (Crystal) Share a summary of our committee’s work and recommendations with the Director of the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services.

· (Doris, Crystal, Mark) Draft recommendations to the Obama Administration on how county eligibility regulations for applying for ETV funds can be improved.  

· (Committee) Develop a best practices guide for institutions of the University System of Ohio and other private and public institutions on student support services and financial support for former foster youth.

· (Mark) Get data from the Board of Regent (Chad Foust) to determine attendance costs of former foster in community colleges.

· (Mark) For the Board of Regents website recommendation, we should submit content recommendations to the Board of Regents by April 2009.

Next Meeting: February 25th, 3-5pm, PCSAO Office
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