Independent Living Legislative Workgroup - Higher Education Committee

Meeting Minutes:  December 8th, 10am-1pm
Attendance: Crystal Allen (PSCAO), Mark Mecum (OACCA), Lindsay Stone (PCSAO), Alvin Mares (OSU College of Social Work), Chris Klefeker (Miami University-Hamilton/NACADA), Doris Edelman (Montgomery County Children’s Services), Lisa Dickson (Foster Care Alumni of America – Ohio Chapter), Wendi Warren (The Village Network), Meeghan Robinson (ETV), Darlene Dalton (ODJFS), Eileen McCafferty (OFA)


Improving K-12 Educational Stability and High School Graduation Rates for Foster Youth
Crystal described the foster care and education provisions of the Fostering Connections to Success Act law.   Lisa also explained FCAA’s recommendations on educational stability.  Here is a summary of the educational provisions of the law as it relates to foster care.
· Case Plans: The law requires PCSAs to include as part of a foster child’s case plan a plan for ensuring the educational stability of the child while in foster care.  This includes:

· Ensuring that the placement of the child in foster care takes into account the appropriateness of the current educational setting and proximity to the school in which the child is enrolled at the time of placement.

· A requirement that ODJFS must coordinate with local school districts to ensure that foster children remain in the school in which they were enrolled in at the time of placement, as long as it is in the best interest of the child.  If it is not, the case plan must include assurances from the PCSA and school district that enrollment in the new school is immediate and appropriate and that all of the educational records of the child are transferred to the new school. 

· Maintenance Payments: The law also allows maintenance payments to foster parents to include reasonable transportation costs to the foster child’s school of origin. 

· ETV/IL: The law extends ETV and IL services to foster youth age 16 or older who are placed in kinship or adoptive homes. 

· IV-E: The law allows states to extend IV-E funding for youth in foster care to age 19, 20, or 21 as long as the youth in still in high school or GED classes, enrolled in a institution of higher education, employed 80 hours a month, participating in a program that seeks to promote or remove barriers to employment, or is incapable of meeting one of these requirements due to a medical condition. 

· PCSA/School District Partnerships: The law requires school districts to address school stability and continuity for homeless youth and children and those awaiting foster care placement.  School districts and PCSAs must ensure collaboration and must address the following:
· Create a streamlined process for ensuring that every child remains in their school of origin, including a criterion or guidelines for making the best interest determination.

· Determine the most effective way to provide transportation to the child’s school or origin.

· Indentify a process for how a child will be immediately enrolled with records transferred in cases where it is not in the child’s best interest to remain in the same school.

· Note that FCAA recommends that Establishing educational liaison at each public child protection agency, to collaborate with the local school district.

Improving Access and Success for Foster Care Youth in Higher Education
· Freshman Transition Policies: Chris reported that many public universities have lower first quarter/semester GPA standards for incoming freshman to take into account the rocky transition process that many students face.  

· Guardian Scholars Initiative: Guardian Scholars, currently in place at 20 colleges, universities, and technical schools California, Washington, Colorado, Massachusetts, and Indiana, provides former foster youth with year-round housing, financial aid, counseling, and academic tutoring and support.  Programs in CA and WA are funded by the Stuart and Walter S Johnson foundation.  Indiana is funded by the Lumina Foundation. 
· Independent Child Form: Barb of ODJFS is going to get the ball rolling on developing a standard form letter/SACWIS template to be made available to county IL workers for documenting foster care experience for FAFSA, ETV, and possibly other purposes (such as Medicaid eligibility). 
· NC Reach Higher Education Program:  The Orphans Foundation of America administers the program.  Its funding originates from state GRF and Escheat funds, not ETV.  The funding kicks in after all other funding opportunities are taken into consideration, including ETV.  
· Funding an Ohio Reach Program: We would need to utilize all available funding: WIA, Chaffee, ETV, foundations, TRiO, federal student aid, Medicaid, etc.  Post-secondary education readiness needs more support, as well as the financial costs of entering and succeeding at a post-secondary institution.  

April 2009 Training
Chris Klefeker (Miami U.), Barbara Manuel (ODJFS), and Meagan Robinson (OFA) are going to spear-head the planning for a statewide higher education training in spring 2009 (April?) for educators & IL professionals to begin raising awareness of the special needs of prospective & current college students who are former foster youth.  ODJFS will ask Casey Family Programs to sponsor the event, in likely collaboration with Tracy Fried (the consultant who helped get the higher education support ball rolling in California and in a couple of other states thereafter for/with Casey) and OFA. 

Establishing a State Office/Website for Transition Age Foster and Homeless Youth
Mark mentioned that some states have state offices housed with the Governor’s Office to coordinate service delivery to former foster youth and homeless youth.  These offices are created by executive order.  The committee discussed the logistics of creating such an office or website in Ohio, its purposes, limitations, and goals.  One concern raised is that there are already web resources available for Ohio’s foster youth, such as the FCAA Ohio website.  Another concern is that ODJFS would probably not have the resources in the current fiscal environment to develop and maintain the website.
· The Washington State Independence for Foster Youth Website (http://www.independence.wa.gov) is a great example of how a state can create a user-friendly website designed to assist transition age foster youth with the resources they need.  The site was created with contributions from the Foster Care to College partnership, Community Youth Services, and Passion to Action.  Funding was provided by Chafee Independent Lifeskills program and the Stuart Foundation.  

· If Ohio were to develop this type of website for its transition age foster youth, it would probably need a similar level of private funding to pay for the development, maintenance, and needed staff time that would ensure that it has current state forms, information, and updates.  It would provide information for youth, foster parents, and private and public agency workers. 
· The Orphan’s Foundation of America is developing a Foster U website in the near future which could be the basis for our Ohio-specific website. 

Foster Care Support Services Logo
Chris mentioned that Miami University is considering the development of a logo that would identify a university office as friendly and supportive to former foster youth (similar to the GLBT triangle).  This could be a national campaign as well.    

To Do:
· Mark will develop the first draft of our proposal to be submitted to the Board of Regents office by the end of the month.  Mark will share it with the committee over email.  

· Receive higher education access report from Montgomery County Children’s Services (Doris).
· Mark will get in touch with the Ohio Bar Association about a web-based resource for foster care alumni.  It is a legal rights handbook for foster youth and alumni. 

· Mark will research the College Goal Sunday organization.
· Mark will reach out to Gerry Cain about accessing WIA for our efforts in Ohio.
· Bring OFA to the IL Summit to present on the Foster U. 
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