Higher Education Committee

When: Monday, October 19, 2009
Where: PCSAO Office, 510 E. Mound Street, Suite 200, Columbus, OH  43215

Meeting Minutes  


1. Attendance: Crystal Allen (PCSAO), Chris Klefeker (Miami University – Hamilton), Mark Mecum (OACCA), Alex Bishar (PCSAO), Wendi Warren (The Village Network), Lisa Dickson (FCAA Ohio), Brandi Scales (PCSAO), Alvin Mares (OSU College of Social Work), Elaine Early Hall (ODJFS), Trish Frye (The Buckeye Ranch) 


2. Committee/Ohio Reach Initiatives and Issues
· Mark and Crystal indicated that they would like to resign as chairs to allow other committee members to have the opportunity.  Brandi Scales and Chris Klefeker volunteered to chair the committee for the next 12 months.  Thanks!

· Chris indicated that she is serving as the NACADA liaison to Ohio Reach.

· The committee discussed the future of our committee and the status of Ohio Reach.  We decided to become the Ohio Reach Initiative – Advisory Board.

· Ohio Reach Email List Serv

· We will delete the Google Group list serv and combine it with the new NACADA list serv.  Lisa and Chris will manage this process.

· Flyer: We need to finalize our recommendations for the Ohio Reach flyer, including the tag line.  One idea is “bridging foster care & higher education”.
· NACADA Grant

· Chris Klefeker informed our committee by email prior to the meeting about the details of the $500 grant that was awarded to Ohio Reach. 

· The committee discussed how we could deposit the check, as our organization does not have a bank account under the name Ohio Reach.  Crystal Allen suggested that Chris request that the check be made out to Ohio Reach / PCSAO, with the understanding that PCSAO would volunteer to manage the (small) finances of Ohio Reach as its own line item within their organization budget.
· WIA Grant

· Crystal Allen mentioned that PCSAO is applying for a grant through the state WIA office to fund activities with the Ohio Youth Advisory Board.  Since the grant requires workforce development activities, she is interested in partnering with Ohio Reach regarding the higher educational opportunities of youth.


3. 2010 Ohio Reach Conference Planning
· The committee agreed to hold a second Ohio Reach conference during the spring of 2010.  We need to determine a format, date, cost, location, and availability of CEUs.  We need to ensure that parking is easily available for guests, as that was a problem for the first conference.  We should check the schedules of colleges ahead of time to schedule the event.  The conference should be located in the Central Ohio region.  Possible facilities include: Capital University, the Air Center, YWCA, ODOT.

· The University of Cincinnati and Miami University-Hamilton should have workshops at the conference that describe the efforts underway at each college to assist foster youth students. 

· The committee should eventually have weekly conference calls to plan the conference.

· Possible dates for the conference: May 11, 17, 18, 24, 25 2009.


4. Board of Regents Website Recommendations

· The committee reviewed the recommendations that Lisa and Mark developed for the Board of Regents website.  The recommendations include information on how foster youth can attend college.  Brandi and Lisa will develop formal recommendations and send them to the Board of Regents. 


5. Ohio Board of Regents Rule Change to Implement OCOG Changes
· Mark will follow up with the Board of Regents to understand the effective date of the OCOG eligibility changes that affect foster youth.  We will also clarify which type of higher education institutions are covered under the benefit, as it is our understanding that it applies to public 2-year programs available at community colleges and public university branch campuses.  Mark check with the committee about our information request before sending it to the Board of Regents.   


6. Next Meeting

· The Ohio Reach Initiative will now meet quarterly.  The next meeting is Wednesday, January 20th, 2010, from 1-3pm at PCSAO.

7. To do: 

· Brandi and Lisa will develop formal recommendations and send them to the Board of Regents.
· Mark check with the committee about our OCOG information request before sending it to the Board of Regents.   
