
Independent Living Legislative Workgroup - Higher Education Committee

Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 3rd, 3:30-5:00pm

Attendance:  Crystal Allen (PCSAO), Lindsay Stone (PCSAO), Mark Mecum (OACCA), Bryan Brown (Starr Commonwealth), Alvin Mares (OSU College of Social Work), Bill Russell (Ohio Board of Regents), Joe Murray (Miami University-Hamilton), Chris Klefeker (Miami University-Hamilton), Doris Edelman (Montgomery County Children’s Services), Adrian McLemore (Ohio Youth Advisory Board), Courtney Larrison (Montgomery County VISION Youth Advisory Board)


Access to Higher Education for Ohio’s Lower Income Youth

· Bill Russell of the Ohio Board of Regents discussed the higher education assistance available to lower income youth to attend a public or private college or university in Ohio.  For public schools, the following assistance is available to all former foster youth: Federal Pell Grant, Ohio College Opportunity Grant, Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant, Federal College Work Study, Ohio Education and Training Voucher Program.  For private schools, the Ohio Student Choice Grant and gift assistance from the school are also available. 

· Bill also described the new option on the FAFSA form that allows former/current foster youth to claim themselves as an independent.  An independent student is one who meets one or more of the following conditions: 1) at least 24 years old by December 31 of the award year, 2) graduate/professional student, 3) married, 4) has legal dependents other than a spouse, 5) foster youth or ward of the court, 6) military veteran, or 7) independent as determined by the financial aid administrator.  The specific question on the FAFSA form is “when you were age 13 or older, were both your parents deceased, were you in foster care or were you a dependent/ward of the court”.   This is important because foster youth’s independent status would give them a $0 expected family income (EFC) which is taken into consideration to determine financial need.

· Bill also spoke about opportunities at public adult career centers, such as a community college.  A higher education assistance package for foster youth would cover both public colleges and universities AND public adult career centers.  Note, privately operated “technical” schools, such as ITT Tech or trucking school would not included in the assistance package because they are not public. 

· Bill mentioned that Chancellor Eric Fingerhut of the Ohio Board of Regents and the Governor’s office are very interested in our idea for higher education assistance for foster youth.  Bill recommended that we offer policy recommendations on this topic to the Chancellor’s office by January 2009 so that it can potentially be included in the Board of Regents proposed FY 2010-2011 budget.

Miami University-Hamilton Program for Foster Care Alumni Students
· Joe Murray & Chris Klefeker of Miami University-Hamilton discussed the program that they have developed at their branch campus for students that are foster care alumni.  The county children’s services emancipation coordinator works in tandem with their office and actually works out of a university office part of the week.  This type of collaboration is great for retention of this population of youth. 

· Crystal Allen mentioned that federal Title IV-E and local funds provide a social work education liaison in the social departments of many public universities in Ohio.  Perhaps this framework could be used for the foster care alumni student liaisons. 

· They recommended that universities should identify a liaison for foster care alumni students on campus, especially because this can be done without the addition of new staff.  Also, there is a 7-step recommended plan that schools develop to meet the needs of foster care alumni students.  Also, they discussed the California community college system, which named an existing staff person at each school as the liaison for the foster care alumni students.  The liaisons attended 1-day trainings. 

Next Steps: 

· Mark and Crystal will reach out to the National Academic Advising Association and Orphans Foundation of America.
· Mark will invite Lakeisha Hilton and Barb Manuel from ODJFS to attend our meetings. 


Next Meeting:

· Monday, December 8th, 10am-1pm, PCSAO Office in Columbus

Items to Consider for Our Next Meeting:
· What eligibility guidelines have already been established for this population of youth? Could we replicate those guidelines?  What about the Federal Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Program Guidelines?

· Costs/Services Covered By Assistance… Should we try to replicate the NC Reach Program?

· What statistics do we need?
· 1,200 foster youth age out annually in Ohio
· How many foster youth are adopted after reaching 12, 13, 14 years old?

· How many youth receive HS diploma/GED upon emancipation at age 18? Knowing this number could help us estimate how many youth would be eligible to apply for the higher ed assistance

· Ohio Education and Training Voucher (ETV) numbers


