Higher Education Committee

When: Wednesday, July 13, 11am-1pm

Attendance: Elaine Early-Hall (ODJFS), Crystal Allen (PCSAO), Chris Klefeker (Miami University-Hamilton, Mark Mecum (OACCA), Bill Russell (Board of Regents), Doris Edelman (Montgomery County Children Services), Lisa Dickson (Foster Care Alumni of America)
Meeting Minutes


1. HB 1 State Budget Update
1. The conference committee is deliberating on the budget today and it should be passed today and signed by the Governor soon.
2. There are still very significant cuts to children protection, adoption subsidies, and TANF Title XX Transfer.
3. Due to the continuing budget, ETV purchase orders are delayed a week.
4. The OCOG amendment is still in HB 1.   


2. Ohio Reach Conference debrief
1. We discussed the quarterly newsletter.  Lisa did send the quarterly e-blast out.  It looks great!  See below for it. 
2.  Crystal will find out about the Hamilton County toolkit. 
3. Chris applied for a small grant that could be incorporated into Ohio Reach.
4. We discussed whether or not we should have a local collaboration day to follow up on the Ohio Reach event.  The evaluations indicated that we should.  We need to incorporate this into planning for the event next year.  We could re-convene in the fall to have the local collaboration event, after the OCOG rules go into effect.  

3. Next Meeting

1. Monday, October 19, 2009, 1-3pm, PCSAO office (in-person or by conference call).  Crystal will send out the conference call instructions ahead of time.  
From: lisa@miss-lisa.com [mailto:lisa@miss-lisa.com] 
Sent: Saturday, June 27, 2009 4:21 PM
To: lisa@miss-lisa.com
Subject: Ohio Reach - First eBlast!
Thank you for being a part of first Ohio Reach workshop!  You are being sent this email because you either attended the May 12thColumbus event or submitted your RSVP but weren’t able to attend due to extenuating circumstances. 

Welcome to our first email blast!  We plan to send out targeted quarterly emails to make you aware of changes in legislation, exemplary programs and other resources that become available. 

If you are eager to get started on working with foster care alums (or improve upon the services you already offer) we encourage everyone to post Ohio Reach symbol on your walls (attached), and to use the materials in the green bag given to you at the workshop, including the great Casey Family Programs how to resources, listed below: 

· For child welfare professionals - http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/IMLPostsecondaryEd.htm 

· For higher education professionals - http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/HigherEdFramework.htm 

The Ohio Reach Wiki hosts information and resources, including links to obtain more copies of the materials distributed during our first workshop. Anyone can access this wiki at any time, you do not need to register: http://ohioreach.wikispaces.com/  

Please also join the Ohio Reach Google Group if you haven’t already. You can manage your account to regarding how frequently you would like to receive updates regarding networking and discussion groups: http://groups.google.com/group/ohio-reach/ 

The Google Group is a great venue to send out a discussion question, or request help for a student, such as: 

              “I am working with a student who was in the juvenile justice system, and I don’t know what services/funding they qualify for, can someone make suggestions?”  

              “I am a caseworker (or college official) with a student in the Toledo area who is interested in transferring to the Columbus area to be near family.  Could someone point be toward housing resources in that area?”  

A final resource for you to utilize in your work with students is the new My Mission Transition website:  www.mymissiontransition.com  

This youth-friendly site contains links to a variety of resources including health care, budgeting, job tools, legal help and much more.  This is a great link to post on your office site or mention to your students/youth. 

 

Lisa Dickson
Communications Chair
Foster Care Alumni of America Ohio chapter
www.fcaa-oh.org
