Higher Education Committee

When: Wednesday, June 17, 11am-1pm

Attendance: Elaine Early-Hall (ODJFS), Yvonne Gray (ODJFS), Crystal Allen (PCSAO), Brandi Scales (PCSAO), Wendy Warren (The Village Network), Chris Klefeker (Miami University-Hamilton, Alex (PCSAO), Mark Mecum (OACCA), Bill Russell (Board of Regents)
Meeting Minutes


1. HB 1 State Budget Update
1. Mark and Crystal updated committee members about the status of the Independent Living Initiative earmark in HB 1.  It is still in the latest version of the bill, however, when the House restored the earmark, they included funding for it through GRF (and added $1.5m/FY funding to that fund specifically for it).  The Senate amended HB 1 and decreased the fund by $1.5m/FY, but left the earmark language in.  This means that the Independent Living Initiative would still be a required program, but all of the other important programs that are funded through that GRF would receive less funding.  Crystal mentioned that PCSAO has decided to advocate for the earmark language to be removed due to this funding issue.  

2. Committee members discussed when the effective date of the OCOG change for foster youth will take place.  After HB 1 passes, we will discuss this with the Board of Regents.   


2. Ohio Reach Conference debrief
1. Chris Klefecker and Lisa Dickson have already done significant work on development of an email blast to revitalize the participant at our May 12 Ohio Reach day, as well as to reach target populations we want to engage.  We figure we will have a quarterly effort to send out email messages, the first is scheduled to go out July 15th.
2. Lisa has also already enhanced the Ohio Reach wikisite http://ohioreach.wikispaces.com/ as this is such a fabulous resource!
3. Hamilton CDJFS and various colleges hosted 120 foster youth for a local Ohio Reach type day – the May 30 agenda is attached, as is their fabulous Mentor toolkits developed with Hamilton CDJFS and higher ed community, so you can consider a similar effort in your community.
4. How to promote the Ohio Reach symbol: Chris is working on this with Casey. 
5. Planning for an Ohio Reach event next year: perhaps the Governor’s office or the Board of Regents could spearhead the event next year.  The would facilitate the local partnerships.  ODJFS needs a point person for Ohio Reach as well.
6. Universities are not implementing the “independent status” FAFSA change well.  There are some reports that university staff are harassing students for information.  NASFAA will promote the policy change to its members along with its recommended processes. 
7. The committee discussed a need for a comprehensive email list of Ohio Reach participants and other stakeholders.  Our Google Group should include all of these contacts.  We will send quarterly email updates out.  Chris will take responsibility for sending out the first update.  This will be finalized by 7/15.

3. Board of Regents Follow Up

1. Website: We need to submit information to be included on their website for former foster youth who wish to attend college (ETV, OCOG, “independent status”, a link to the Mission Transition website, etc).  

1. We will wait to pursue this until HB 1 passes.

2. We also need the standardized ODJFS letter in SACWIS that verifies independent status.  ODJFS is still working on this.  


4. Next Meeting

1. July 13, 2009 – 11:45am-12:45pm – conference call 
