Independent Living Legislative Workgroup - Housing Committee

Meeting Minutes
Date: Thursday, Dec. 18, 1-3pm
Attendance: Angela Lariviere (COHHIO), Brandi Scales (PCSAO), Erica Mulryan (COHHIO), Karen Rainey (League of Ohio Women Voters), Mark Mecum (OACCA), Joe Bowman (OACCA), Ruthie White (Executive Director for the National Center for Housing & Child Welfare)

Ohio Benefit Bank

· Possibilities for inclusion of state services for transitional youth (ETV, Medicaid, Sec 8, etc)
· Angela reported that COHHIO has already worked with the Ohio Benefit Bank office to schedule the inclusion of the following benefits: Medicaid expansion for foster youth until age 21, FAFSA, ETV, and food stamps.

· The committee discussed the idea of helping the Benefit Bank recruit new sites by advertising to OACCA member agencies. Interested agencies should contact Shandell Jamal in the Governor’s Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives. 

· Once the Benefit Bank program becomes web-based, we could ask if they could have a “station” present at the 2009 Ohio Independent Living Youth Summit.
· Next step: Mark will contact Raven at COHHIO to get more information about the planned OBB expansion.
· Mark will contact Shandell Jamal about the application process for OBB site agencies.

IL Scattered Site Apartment Eligibility for IV-E Foster Care Maintenance Payments

· Working with HHS Region V/Congress
· Mark discussed the idea of working with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Region V (where Ohio is located) to see if the federal regulation that prohibits IV-E costs from applying to scattered site apartments serving foster youth under 18 could be changed.  If these scattered site apartment programs could get IV-E funding for maintenance of the youth, then counties would no longer have to fund these arrangements, and more of these cost-saving opportunities would be available. 
· Next step: Mark will contact HHS and the IV-E staff at ODJFS.

ODOD Housing Trust Fund
· What can we specifically recommend regarding department funding of transitional youth housing?
· Lift the Ohio Department of Development Housing Trust Fund $50m cap to justify youth shelters.  The cap should be lifted in the next year to permit more housing dollars to be available.
· Legislative change for youth shelters. ( find out more about this.

Homeless/Foster Youth State Office

· The committee discussed the need for Ohio to have a state-level coordinator or office that coordinates and promotes services to Ohio’s homeless and transition-age foster youth. Many states have state offices or a staff person within a state office to coordinate these issues.  Colorado’s office is the best example, which is housed within their state JFS.
· In Ohio, we have the Ohio Family and Children First – a cabinet office.  Its six commitments are: Expectant Parents and Newborns Thrive, Infants and Toddlers Thrive, Children Are Ready for School, Children and Youth Succeed in School, Children and Youth Engage in Healthy Behaviors, Youth Successfully Transition into Adulthood. Some could interpret that this state office already is charged with coordinating services for homeless and transition-age foster youth, even though it does not focus at all on these populations.  Perhaps we could reach out to this office to explain our ideas and whether or not they could be incorporated into this office.
· An alternative to creating a new office is to 1) establish an interagency youth council, or 2) specify a staff person at the Ohio Family and Children First to fulfill the last directive about transition.
· Next step: Mark will meet with the Ohio Family and Children First office to learn more about it and to discuss our priorities. 

HUD FUP Awareness/Partnership with HUD, PCSAs, and PHAs
· Ruthie White provided an overview of FUP and how many vouchers have been available in Ohio during the past several years.  2001 was the last year vouchers were available to Ohio.  In that year, Cuyahoga County and Middletown received vouchers.  $20m of vouchers are now available again to states. Visit www.nchcw.org for more information on how public housing authorities and children’s services departments can apply.

· Ruthie explained that HUD has always had the ability to fund FUP, but has instead used the FUP funds for other programs. A recent law change requires FUP to be a separate line item in the federal budget so that HUD cannot choose to re-allocate its funds (in 2007, $170m of FUP was re-allocated). By mandating use of FUP dollars, Congress predicts that it will save $1.49b. January 28th is the deadline for public housing authorities and county children’s services applying for FUP.

· How to overcome barriers at the local level regarding housing issues

· Educate leaders about opportunities, foster collaboration, hold trainings.

· Children services should work with public housing authorities and stress that this is a new unit that comes with new admin funds to the public housing authority. 

· Partner with landlords to encourage them to accept FUP tenants. 

· ODJFS will save money because FUP will keep families together in the same home.

· Ruthie has created  guidelines for how children services can foster partnerships with public housing authorities.  There is also a MOU template on her website.
· Next step: we could create a guide for PHAs and CSBs on utilizing FUP.

· Next step: Sign-on letter urging counties to pursue FUP… Mark will get on this ASAP!

· Housing needs of ODYS youth on parole
· Mark is researching the array of reentry services ODYS provides their youth.

Next Meeting: 
Friday, January 23, 1-3pm
COHHIO Office (2nd floor)
175 South Third Street, Suite 250, Columbus, Ohio
