Ohio Independent Living Legislative Workgroup Meeting
October 15, 2008
Riffe Center, Columbus, OH

Attendance: Pat Tully (Rep. Comb’s Office), Todd Thatcher (Rep. Wagner’s Office), Darlene Dalton (ODJFS), Barbara Manuel (ODJFS), Bryan Brown (Starr Commonwealth), Crystal Allen (PCSAO), Lisha Grant (Choices, Inc), Shellie Stolfo (Choices, Inc), Peg Burns (Family Service Council of Ohio), Karen Rainey (League of Ohio Women Voters), Jodi Weltin (SCDJFS), Brandi Scales (PCSAO), Lindsay Stone (PCSAO), State Representative Courtney Combs, Nancy Sully (Rep. Dyer’s Office), Lisa Lambert (Starr Commonwealth), Wanda Beavers (Foster Parent), Beth Tsvetkoff (County Commissioner’s Association of Ohio), Doris Edelman (Montgomery County Children’s Services), Alfreda Josey (Rosemont Center), Melinda Collins (Rosemont Center), Vanessa Jackson (Montgomery County VISION Youth Advisory Board), Craig Riedel (Cuyahoga County Children’s Services), Mark Mecum (OACCA)

Meeting Minutes
1. Purpose of Meeting and Workgroup

· OACCA was contacted youth foster youth and emancipated foster youth about policy issues affecting youth aging out of foster care.  OACCA held policy forums throughout Ohio last summer to discuss these issues with stakeholders and to begin to draft recommended solutions.  Legislators, county commissioners, PCSA directors, children’s services and private agency staff, youth, foster parents, and other advocates attended.   There were also panels at the OACCA Advocacy Conference and the Ohio Independent Living Youth Summit with policy makers that enabled these discussions to continue. 

· After these discussions, OACCA developed the report IL Policy Reform that includes a summary of the central issues youth face as they transition out of foster care, including housing, driver’s licenses, higher education, and workforce. The report also includes a summary of the preliminary recommendations, an analysis of how other states have handled these issues legislatively, and lastly, a background on the IL system in Ohio.

· This first Legislative Workgroup Meeting was convened to bring relevant stakeholders together to draft specific legislative solutions, where possible, for the next General Assembly.


2. Update on the federal Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act 

· Crystal Allen of PCSAO provided an overview of the new law, which has been signed by President Bush.  Crystal explained that Ohio will have several options for pursuing these new opportunities, including the option of increasing IV-E funding to youth in care from age 18 to age 19, 20, or 21.

3. Overview of Independent Living Legislative Forums and Draft Policy Recommendations
· Mark Mecum of OACCA summarized the issues and analyses presented in the IL Policy Reform document.  Mark mentioned that has reached out to the Board of Regents, Miami University, COHHIO, the Columbus Workforce Alliance, and other groups.

· Participants recommended that we incorporate or invite the following organizations into our workgroup: the Ohio Youth Advisory Board, the Ohio Independent Living Association, the Ohio Council of Behavioral Health Providers, and the Ohio CASA/GAL Association, Ohio Department of Development office of Housing and Community Partnerships, the Ohio Housing Finance Agency, and the Ohio Department of Insurance.


4. Timeline and Format to Develop Final Policy Recommendations

· Committees were formed for the purpose of drafting policy recommendations on the barriers identified in the IL Policy Reform document.  Recommendations should be submitted to the larger Workgroup by February.  Please view the attached roster of each committee. To add yourself to a committee, send the request to mmecum@oacca.org. 

1) Housing Committee Chairs: Brandi Scales (PCSAO) and Angela Lariviere (COHHIO)
2) Peer Mentoring Committee Chairs: Bryan Brown (Starr Commonwealth), Barbara Manuel (ODJFS)
3) Workforce Committee Chair: Doris Edelman (Montgomery County Children’s Services)
4) Higher Education Committee Chairs: Crystal Allen (PCSAO), Mark Mecum (OACCA)
5) Transportation Committee Chairs: Doris Edelman (Montgomery County Children’s Services), Mark Mecum (OACCA)

6) Medicaid Committee Chair: Barbara Manuel (ODJFS), Darlene Dalton (ODJFS)


5. Next Workgroup Meeting
· The next Independent Living Legislative Workgroup Meeting will be held sometime before February. You will receive more information soon. 
