Independent Living Legislative Workgroup – Housing Committee Minutes

Friday, January 23, 2009, 1-3 pm
COHIO Office (2nd floor)
175 South Third Street, Suite 250, Columbus

1. In Attendance: Doris Edelmann (MCCS), Adrian McLemore (VISION, OH YAB), Lisha Grant (CHOICES), Brandi Scales, Karen Rainey (League of Women Voters), Brandi Scales and Lindsay Scales (PCSAO), Angela Lariviere and Ebony Hollamon (YEP), Lisa Dickson (OH FCAA), and Mark Mecum (OACCA).
2. Updates from YEP:  YEP’s statewide youth board will be running the youth leadership academy for the Network for Youth, in order to prepare youth to advocate effectively. YEP has DC visits next week, is compiling a list of advocacy priorities, including:


a. Housing choice vouchers: 2-year rent-bases assistance for low-income families


b. Homelessness prevention: $2 billion (shelters, protect renters from foreclosure)


c. National housing trust fund: $10 billion (low-income, green standards)


d. Increase homeless ed funding (growing number of homeless students preK-12)


    *Homeless and foster youth to receive extra tutoring/support due to mobility

e. Low-income housing tax credit (provide the same exemption for full-time college homeless students that is currently being provided for foster youth)

f. Runaway and Homeless Youth Act

g. FUP

h. IV-E eligibility

i. Establish a Whitehouse Office on Children and Youth
3. Review/Revise Policy Recommendation Areas and Action Steps 

a. Expend Ohio Benefit Bank Services and Sites


b. Expand IV-E Eligible Independent Living Settings for Transition-Age Youth


c. Remove Barriers to Youth Homeless Shelter Funding

d. Lift Cap on Youth Homeless Shelter Funding


e. Establish an Ohio Foster and Homeless Youth Coordinator position


f. Support Local Participation in Family Unification Program (FUP)

g. Year-Round Housing for homeless, unaccompanied and foster youth enrolled in public universities

*Regarding removing barriers to youth shelter funding, this would require a change in the Ohio Revised Code to make youth shelters eligible. Governor Strickland has to be willing to put that in his budget, and right now the state is waiting on the stimulus package budget bill. The issue of youth shelter funding will be addressed during COHHIO’s upcoming conference on April 20-21. 
**To create a state coordinator position, we might contact the Interagency Council on Family & Youth Homelessness regarding changing an existing job description.

4. General Discussion: 
The Dayton Director of Housing said Dayton was ineligible to apply for FUP funds because they were not at 93% capacity in metropolitan housing. Doris asked when they would reach that number, and the answer was March – which is after the deadline. Further discussion with Ruth White would be also be helpful regarding concerns that the Section 8 vouchers provided through FUP are taken away when the young person reaches the age of 21 years old.
Lisha Grant reported difficulties that young people experience in navigating the housing authority, even with assistance from adults. She and Lisa Dickson are going to work together to create some tips and tools for navigating housing authorities. 
Adrian McLemore recommended that the issue of campus housing be included in recommendations and discussion of both the Higher Ed committee and the Housing committee. Those of us who are on both committees felt that the issue of campus housing was the most vital higher education issue with terms of young people’s stability and future success. It’s also important to make sure that campus housing recommendations are for foster, homeless and unaccompanied youth. 

Regarding campus housing, Karen Rainey suggested that foster, homeless and unaccompanied youth might be able to receive housing assistance in a similar way to international students on campus.

YEP’s purpose is preventing youth homelessness by removing barriers to stability and success. They are restructuring their state board, and inviting representatives from other youth boards to participate in a coalition. This is part of YEP’s ongoing efforts to network with other transitional youth populations. 

Doris Edelmann has written a letter recommending the establishment of a Governor’s Youth Cabinet of multi-systems youth, similar to what has been accomplished in other states. This would provide youth an ongoing voice in state government.

Mark Mecum suggested that the Ohio Benefit Bank be a part of the 2009 Independent Living Summit.

5. Action Steps: 

a. Mark Mecum to meet with YEP 

b. Tie COHIO language with Ohio Board of Regents
c. Angela of YEP is attending Colorado inter-agency meetings in February. YEP has been collaborating with Andrew Johnson from the very beginning. Angela will bring back information about their budget, funding, etc. (CO 64 counties/OH 88 counties) 

