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The Calendar

Sophomore Year

Take challenging classes – Ask your high school counselor if you should take regular classes or more advanced courses like Pre-Calculus, Chemistry, and Spanish.

Ask about your graduation plan - Ask your high school counselor if you can graduate on the state recommended graduation plan.
Make high grades – Admissions committees often select students with higher GPAs.

Read newspapers, books, and articles – Read all that you can to help increase your score on standardized tests like the SAT or ACT.

Get involved – Join a student organization, play sports, or join the band. Colleges look for students who can balance academic and extracurricular activities.

Register for and take the PSAT or PLAN – Ask your high school counselor when the PSAT or PLAN will be offered and take it if possible. 

Gather information about colleges – Your high school library and school counselor should have a variety of resources about colleges, such as handbooks, software, and videos.

Set high goals – Set goals that are similar to the admissions require​ments of the schools you want to attend.

Work hard to fulfill your goals – The harder you work now, the more prepared you will be for college courses.

Junior Year

Register for and take the PSAT – Ask your high school counselor when the PSAT will be offered and take it if not already taken. 

Take challenging classes – College courses can be difficult, so prepare now by taking challenging courses in high school.

Make high grades – Students with higher GPAs are more likely to be admitted into good colleges.

Read everything you can – The more you read, the better you will score on the verbal sections of standardized tests such as the SAT and the ACT.

Acquire the standardized test fee waiver – Ask your high school counselor for a waiver that will pay the cost of taking the SAT or the ACT. 

Prepare for standardized tests – Review vocabulary words and math problems in ACT and SAT review books. 

Register for standardized tests – You can register for the ACT and SAT online or at your high school. 

Find out where you stand – Monitor your GPA, class rank, and school involvement to ensure that your application is attractive to college admissions committees.

Stay on track – Find out what you need to fulfill your high school graduation requirements.

Visit colleges – Consider applying to and visiting at least four different colleges. If you cannot physically visit a college, then visit their web site.

Senior Year

September-November

Get support – Talk to foster parents, case-workers, plan coordinators, teachers, youth pastors or any other individuals that are interested in helping you achieve your goals.

Make high grades – Do not let “senioritis” set in! Make the highest grades you can. Some colleges only look at the grades you obtained during your junior and senior years.

Select people to write your recommendation letters – Find people who know you well enough to comment on your progress, such as teachers, counselors, or community leaders. 

Acquire the standardized test fee waiver – Ask your high school counselor for a waiver that will cover the cost of taking the SAT or ACT. 

Register for and take standardized Tests – If you have not taken the ACT or SAT, or if you would like to re-take the tests, please do so im​mediately. 

Learn about college requirements – Every college has different admis​sions requirements, paperwork, and deadlines. Find out what your colleges require.

Complete admissions essays – Find writing tips online, ask a teacher for guidance, or read about admissions essays at your school library. 

Narrow your choices – Evaluate colleges in light of your grades, experiences, and test scores. Stay optimistic; you never know where you might be accepted.

Acquire the application fee waiver – If you used a test fee waiver to take the SAT or ACT, you may qualify for a waiver that will pay for your application fees. 

Assemble your college applications – Include your written personal essay, letters of recommendation, official high school transcripts, standardized test scores, and money or a waiver for application fees. 

December-February

Submit your college applications – Be aware of the admissions ap​plication deadlines.

Acquire W-2 forms – Your employer(s) should send you a W-2 form before February. You will use the information on the W-2 form to complete your tax forms. 

Obtain your tax forms – You will need tax forms such as the 1040 or 1040EZ to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

Make copies – Make copies of your tax forms and keep them for at least two years. You will need your tax forms as proof that your infor​mation is correct. You will also need the forms to make corrections on the FAFSA if you do not fill it out correctly.

Acquire your Social Security Number (SSN) – If you do not have a Social Security Number, visit www.ssa.gov/ssnumber/.

Get your PIN number – Visit www.pin.ed.gov and complete the on​line form with your birthdate, Social Security Number, and a password.

Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

After you obtain your tax forms and PIN, you are ready to complete the FAFSA, complete after January 1st.
Call the Housing office – You will need to call the college Housing office to ask about housing application deadlines, security deposits, and break housing. Ask specifically about break housing if you do not plan to return to your former foster home. 
Make sure colleges have all your information – Verify that colleges have all your paperwork for admissions, financial aid, and housing.

Complete high school graduation requirements – Make sure you are on track to receive your high school diploma or GED.

Obtain a tuition waiver or foster care scholarship – Ask your case​worker if your state offers a tuition waiver or foster care scholarship. If so, apply for the scholarship and take a copy to the registrar’s office of the college that you will attend. 

March-May

Acquire your Student Aid Report (SAR) – Your Student Aid Report is issued by the government after your FAFSA has been completed and will be sent to your e-mail account or through the mail. The SAR will show your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) used to deter​mine your financial aid. The six colleges you listed on your FAFSA will automatically receive this information. 

Acquire your financial aid award letters – Most colleges will mail or e-mail your award letter to you after they receive your FAFSA informa​tion. Use this information to help you decide which college to attend. 

Select a college – Decide where you want to attend based on the col​leges that have accepted you.

June-July

Make sure you are fully admitted – To be fully admitted, you must fulfill all the admissions requirements, be accepted into the school, and not be on probationary status. You will not receive all of your financial aid if you are not fully admitted.

Enroll in classes – You must be enrolled in at least 12 credit hours (four classes) to receive all your financial aid and be considered a full​time student. Students enrolled in less than 12 credit hours may still receive some financial aid, but will be classified as part-time students.

Sign the financial aid award letter – Sign the award letter for the college you plan to attend and return it to the college Financial Aid office before the semester begins. 

Evaluate your financial aid – Check to see if you received any grants, loans, or scholarships. Make sure you have enough money to pay for tuition, fees, and expenses.

Attend student orientation – Most schools have mandatory orienta​tions for incoming students. This is your chance to become acquainted with the school and other college students. You will also learn about student life.

Check your financial aid – Keep an eye on your financial aid and make sure your paperwork is complete. You do not want to forget anything and be reminded of it on the first day of class.

August

Purchase books and supplies – Ask your caseworker if you qualify for supplemental funding that will help you pay for your books and sup​plies. However, your financial aid should cover most expenses.

Move into the dorms or into an apartment – Some colleges require you to live in the dorms during your first and second years on campus. Most junior colleges and vocational schools do not have dorms, so you will have to move into an apartment.

Congratulations! You made it!

High School Stuff

Introduction

As you can see from the calendar in the previous chapter, your time in high school is essential to preparing for college. This chapter explains everything you should do to get ready for college while you are in high school, beginning with what classes to take.

Recommended High School Program

The recommended high school program is a selection of courses that the state prefers you to take. In some states, if you graduate from a public high school under the recommended program, you may qualify for a grant worth more than $4,000 per year. You can use this money to attend a university, public junior college, or two-year technical school. Most states offer grants to college students. The amount and eligibility requirements vary based on your financial need and the state you live in. If you qualify for this money, you will still be eligible to receive other foster care scholarships. For more information about state-sponsored grants, contact your high school counselor or search the web.

Following is a sample list of courses that may be required for you to graduate under an advanced or regular high school program. The listed courses are for the Ohio Recommended High School Program during the 2009 – 2010 school year. Colleges are more likely to admit you if you take classes in the following areas and earn high grades. Some of these courses may be too basic or too advanced for your needs. These requirements will change in the future and will be dif​ferent in each state. Ask your high school counselor for specific details.

Sample List of Courses

English (4 credits)

English I
English II
English III
English IV

Mathematics (3 credits)


Algebra I
Algebra II
Geometry

Consider taking Pre-Calculus as a 4th credit since some Pre​Calculus/Trigonometry questions will be included on standard​ized exams like the SAT.

Science (3 credits)


Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Social Studies (3 and 1/2 credits)

World History Studies

World Geography

U.S. Government

U.S. History Studies since Reconstruction

Economics (1/2 credit)

Foreign Languages (2 credits)

Must be Level I and Level II in the same language. 

Examples: Spanish I and II, German I and II

Physical Education (1 and 1/2 credits)

Possibly substitute sports, marching band, drill team, etc.

Health Education (1/2 credit)

Speech (1/2 credit)

Communication applications, speech communication, public speaking, debate, or oral interpretation

Technology Applications (1 credit)

Computer Science I or II, Desktop Publishing, Digital Graphics/Animation, Web Mastering, and others

Fine Arts (1 credit)

Standardized Tests

The SAT and ACT

Standardized tests are as important as high school grades. Be prepared to make the highest score possible. If you have already taken a test and believe you can score higher, then you should re-take it. Feel free to take standardized tests at least twice because colleges will accept your highest score on each section. The secret to having a high SAT or ACT score is to prepare in advance.

Preparing for College Admissions Tests

Study time — Test makers recommend studying at least six months for standardized exams like the SAT and the ACT. If you do not have six months to prepare for the exam, try to learn about the test format and the timing of the test. You can go to a bookstore or visit the web sites listed in the sections below for more information.

Tutoring – A tutor who is familiar with the content of a standard​ized test can be a great aid. If you know a student or teacher who is excellent in Algebra, Pre-Calculus, English, or writing, consider asking them to tutor you in the summer or after school.

The PSAT – The PSAT will prepare you for the SAT and help you find weaknesses in your performance in areas like reading, writing, or Algebra. Registration fees for this practice test range from $12 to $20. You may qualify for a fee waiver. Ask your high school counselor for details. For PSAT registration information, ask a high school coun​selor or visit the College Board web site at www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/reg.html

Practice tests – Research shows that students can increase their total SAT score by over 200 points when they prepare. The best way to get ready for the SAT or ACT is to take practice tests. These practice tests will help you learn the format, content, and timing of standard​ized exams. For more information about the SAT and ACT, visit the following web sites:

SAT - Go to collegeboard.com and click “Prepare for the SAT”.

ACT - Go to actstudent.org and click on “Test Prep”.

Test guides/reviews – Companies like Princeton Review, Kaplan, and REA sell test reviews for standardized tests that include practice prob​lems and test-taking strategies. You can purchase test review books for $5 to $40. Study guides can also be purchased at used bookstores or borrowed from libraries. When you purchase one of these guides, make sure that you purchase one that is up to date and covers all areas of the test.

SAT and ACT classes – Test-prep companies such as Kaplan and Princeton Review offer ACT and SAT classes. However, these classes may cost between $600 and $800 for the in-class course. Kaplan says its students score about 212 points higher on the SAT after taking their SAT course. For more information about SAT and ACT classes and review materials, go to www.kaplan.com or www.princetonreview.com.

Funding for Standardized Tests

Registration fees for the PSAT are about $15. Fees for the new SAT are about $55. The ACT costs about $35 if you do not write the optional essay. If you decide to complete the writing section of the ACT, the fee is about $50. You should qualify for test fee waivers if you are in foster care. If you register for fee waivers online, you will need the waiver’s identification number and your school’s six-digit code. Your high school counselor can provide this information to you. If you do not have a test fee waiver, you should ask someone with a credit card to help you register online. If you qualify for and use the test fee waiver, you may also qualify for the college application fee waiver.

You can find information about the SAT test fee waiver at:

www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/calenfees/feewaivers.html

You can find more information about the ACT test fee waiver at:

www.actstudent.org/regist/actfees.html

The SAT

You will need about 3 hours and 45 minutes to complete the SAT, excluding the break. The test includes seven sections including three verbal, three math, and a random section that could either be verbal or math. The highest possible score is 2400. The following is a list of general SAT information:

Writing Section

Students have 25 minutes to complete the written essay

Grammar and Usage portion lasts 35 minutes

Grammar and Usage accounts for 1/3 of the writing score

Total writing score ranges from 200-800

Critical Reading Section

Three segments last about 25 minutes each

Long and short reading passages with multiple-choice ques​tions are included

Total reading score ranges from 200-800

Mathematics Section

Three segments last 25 minutes each

Items from Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, and Pre​-Calculus are included

Total math score ranges from 200-800

Visit www.collegeboard.com to learn more about the SAT. You will have to create your own personal account so you can register for the test and get other information.

Retrieved from the “About SAT” section of the College Board Web site at www.collegeboard.com on 12/8/2008.

The ACT

The ACT usually lasts about 5 hours including the study break, if you write the optional essay. You may choose to take the ACT if you like science because only the ACT has a science section. If you decide to take the ACT, call the colleges you are attending to see if they want you to write the essay. ACT scores range from 1 to 36, with 21 being about the national average. The following is a list of general ACT information:

English

45 minutes to complete

75 questions

Total score ranges from 1—36

Reading

60 minutes to complete

40 questions

Total score ranges from 1 – 36

Math

35 minutes to complete

60 questions

Total score ranges from 1 – 36

Science

35 minutes to complete

40 questions

Total score ranges from 1 – 36

Writing

30 minutes to complete

1 writing prompt

Essay is rated from 1 – 6 with 6 being the highest.

To register for the ACT, go to: www.actstudent.org/regist/index.html 

To find general information about the ACT exam, go to:

www.actstudent.org

Retrieved from the “Test Prep” section of the Student ACT web site at www.actstudent.org on 12/8/2008.

Test Day

When taking the ACT or SAT, arrive 30 minutes before the scheduled test time and dress comfortably. You will need #2 pencils, a calculator, and a watch to keep track of time as you go through each section of the test. In some sections, you may be expected to answer 1 question every 45 seconds. You will be prepared for the fast pace if you have taken some timed practice tests. You cannot return to previous sec​tions on the SAT, so be sure to balance your speed and accuracy.

Your Official SAT and ACT Test Scores

For a fee, you can access your scores online or by phone soon after taking the test. If you do not wish to pay the fee, you will have to wait about 4 weeks until you receive your scores in the mail. Your high school counselor may also receive your test scores.

Your SAT and ACT scores will be sent automatically to the colleges you selected when you registered for the exam. These scores will be sent to up to four colleges for free. You may have to pay about $10.00 to send your official test scores to any additional colleges. For example, if you applied to six schools, you can send four official score reports for free and you will have to pay about $20.00 to send your scores to the other two schools. You can pay to send your scores online or by phone. You will need a credit card to send money to your schools. Some two-year colleges may not require an official copy of your test scores.

For SAT score information, please go to:

www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/scores/sending.html

For ACT score information, please go to:

www.actstudent.org/scores/send/

Retrieved from the “score” section of the Collegeboard.com web site at www.collegeboard.com on 7/10/2005 and the “Registration” section of the ACT Student web site at www.actstudent.org/regist/ on 12/8/2008.
Other Tests

Some of the more elite colleges may require subject tests like the SAT II or the SAT writing exam. Special preparation is needed for these tests. However, most colleges need only the basic standardized tests such as the SAT or the ACT.

The state you live in may require you to take another test once you have been admitted into college. This additional test is used to deter​mine your knowledge in particular subject areas. College counselors use this test to determine what Math and English courses you need. For instance, if you take the test and score low on the English sec​tion, a college counselor may decide to place you in a developmental English course so you can catch up. If you do well on the SAT or the ACT, you may not have to take any additional tests. Testing require​ments are different among colleges, so you should call your school to find out if you need to take additional tests. Most technical schools will not test you once you have been admitted.

Necessary Forms of ID

To validate your admissions information, colleges may ask to see vari​ous forms of identification, which may include your birth certificate, social security card, high school ID, or a driver’s license. If you do not have these forms of ID, you should get them as soon as possible. Employers will ask for these documents after you graduate, so make plenty of copies and keep them safe. Never lose the originals because they may be hard to obtain again.

High School Records

Colleges will need your high school transcripts as well as your standardized test scores. All your high school records should follow you from school to school. The high school you attend now should have your previous high school records. Ask your high school counselor to send your records to the colleges that you are applying to. If you are taking courses in a group home, you should ask your caseworker or planning coordinator for your high school transcripts.

Health Insurance

Some colleges require you to have health insurance. Eligibility require​ments are different in each state, but if you were previously in foster care and are under the age of 21, you should still qualify for health insurance through Medicaid. When you move out of your foster home, report your change of address to the Medicaid personnel. Talk with your case worker or plan coordinator to renew your health insurance and report your change of address. Your caseworker can give you a phone number to the Medicaid office. If you have difficulty, ask your foster parent to call a Transitional Medicaid Specialist or Aftercare Coordinator in your state to discuss the issues. The Medicaid web site for consumers can be found at www.cms.hhs.gov/medicaid/consumer.asp
Medical Records

Some of the larger Division I schools ask for proof of health insurance. You will need your medical records to certify that your vaccinations are up-to-date. Your caseworker can help you get the records you need. Be sure to make plenty of copies and always keep the originals. Employers and insurance companies will request these records in the future.

College Applications

College Search

Many resources are available to help you find the right college. If you do not have access to the web, you can find information at your local library or bookstore. High school counselors also have access to information about a number of colleges in your area. The following websites contain lists of hundreds of universities, junior colleges, and technical colleges in the U.S.

Universities, Junior Colleges, and Technical Schools:

www.50states.com/college/

Technical Colleges and Vocational Schools:

tech-degrees.org

www.shgresources.com/resources/colleges/community/

The College Board College Handbook

American Trade Schools Directory

Peterson’s Two Year College

Rugg’s Recommendations on the Colleges

Black American Colleges and Universities

College Blue Book

Peterson’s Competitive Colleges

Peterson’s Four Year Colleges

U.S. News and World Report Ultimate College Guide

Accreditation

Before applying to a university, junior college, or technical college, consider the school’s accreditation. Schools that fulfill the basic accreditation requirements for the programs they offer will better pre​pare you for the career you pursue. If a school does not fulfill the basic requirements, you may have difficulty finding a job within your field after you graduate. A list of accredited technical schools and other colleges can be found on www.petersons.com. By using the Education Search link on the site, you can evaluate accredited programs in fields such as culinary arts, nursing, and information technology.

Four-Year Universities

Four-year colleges are known for offering bachelor degrees in a variety of fields. Graduates of universities are prepared for many types of occupations. The requirements can be demanding. Individuals with bachelor degrees often earn higher starting salaries than those who only have a high school diploma. Graduates of four-year universities may choose to continue their educa​tion by attending graduate school.

If you have an overall high school GPA of 2.8 (on a 4.0 scale); good SAT or ACT test scores; or special athletic, academic, or musical talent, consider applying for admission under special talent and NCAA Guidelines.

If you decide to attend a four-year college or university, you will be asked to complete their general education courses which include history, philosophy, English, math, and others. These courses can be challenging, but offer many advantages. For instance, a bachelor’s degree in business or journalism may open doors for you to pursue different interests and a variety of occupations.

Because general education courses cover a variety of topics, you will have more flexibility in your career choice. These courses may also help you discover your career path. Beginning college without choos​ing a major is OK. And, if you decide that you enjoy what you are learning in a general education class, you can easily choose that area as your major later on. You will probably want to choose a major by your second year to avoid losing credits and time.

Community Colleges

If you are unsure if a four-year university is right for you, don’t worry. You still have many options to choose from, including com​munity colleges and vocational or technical schools. Community colleges often serve as a bridge between high school and four-year universities. They offer associates degrees and technical degrees in a variety of fields.

Some students choose to begin their education at a community college before transferring to a four-year university. Although community colleges are similar to four-year universities, class sizes are smaller. Community colleges have open admissions policies and usu​ally accept students who have a GED. Ask an admissions officer at the community college you plan to attend for detailed admissions requirements.

Some community colleges will admit you without a high school diploma or GED, but require you to take a placement test. If you score high enough on this test, you will be admitted automatically. However, you should do your best to earn a high school diploma or GED. Colleges typically prefer individuals who have completed high school.

The financial aid process for community colleges is the same as for other schools. For example, the FAFSA must be completed between January 1st and March 1st if you plan to obtain financial aid for the fall semester. Also, you will not be able to obtain financial aid until you have been fully admitted. 

Technical Colleges

Technical-for-profit colleges and trade schools are a good option for individuals who want hands-on training in a specific trade or skill like auto me​chanics, cosmetology, aviation, or computer programming. Technical colleges usually accept students who have a GED and may offer student loans and grants based on FAFSA information. They award associates degrees, certificates, or both but similar programs are also available at community colleges at a lower cost.

Most technical colleges do not offer a general education like four-year universities. Students who attend technical school complete their education in less than two years and begin working immediately. It is important for you to choose the technical college that will equip you with the skills you need for the career you want.

If you attend a technical college, you will be placed on a very specific career path. For example, you may have difficulty pursuing an occupa​tion in journalism if you attend and complete a culinary arts program. You will probably have to change schools if you want to pursue a different career.

Before applying to a particular technical school, you may want to con​tact a student and an instructor from the school and ask them ques​tions about job offers, the quality of the education offered, housing, and campus life. Be sure to check the school’s accreditation as well.

Admissions Applications

When reviewing your admissions application, colleges may consider:

Standardized test scores

GPA/Class rank

Application questions

Admissions essays

Courses taken

Accelerated or recommended high school program

Teacher recommendations

Work experience

Sports

Talents and skills

Musical abilities

Activities outside of the classroom

Expected major

Special circumstances

Ethnicity and/or race

A disadvantaged background

These requirements are mostly emphasized by four-year universities and some junior colleges. However, many colleges will quickly admit you if you meet the general admissions requirements. If you don’t meet one or more admissions requirements for a college you would like to attend, feel free to contact them anyway. They may be willing to work with you. For example, at one Division I university more than half of the students admitted did not meet the minimum test score require​ments. The admissions counselors considered each student’s total admissions packet and admitted them anyway.

Admissions Essay

Some colleges require you to write a two-page essay as part of your admissions application. They want to know what makes you different from other applicants. What are your career interests? What have you been involved in? This is your opportunity to present the exceptional person that you are. Ask one of your teachers or someone who writes well to read your admissions essay before sending your application. Please do not submit your essay without having someone else read it.

One free source for college admissions essay information can be found at www.collegeapps.about.com/od/admissionessay/. Web sites like www.antiessays.com offer free writing samples that you can use as a guide. You can find many other sites by searching Google using personal statements” and “college admissions” as the search terms. Avoid web sites that charge money for essay information because you can obtain this information for free. Your local bookstore or library will also have information about college admissions essays.

Admissions Essay lips

Do

Watch the length requirements

Remain on the presented topic

Read other admissions essays on the web

Brag on yourself: discuss awards, accomplishments and interests

Give the admissions committee a reason to admit you

Have a critical writer mark up your essay

Do not

Include any spelling or grammatical errors

Copy someone’s work

Discuss life drama unless it adds meaning to your essay

Letters of Recommendation

Many colleges require recommendations from at least two teachers. Before a teacher writes a letter of recommendation for you, make sure they are aware of your interests and achievements. You may want to make a list of activities and accomplishments beginning with your first year in high school. You can present this list to your recommender to help refresh their memory. As a courtesy, notify your recommenders of the applications deadlines in advance. You cannot afford to send an average recommendation letter to colleges.

Sending Applications

Since college admissions are competitive, consider applying to three to eight schools. Choose three schools where you have a 50% chance of getting in. Apply to a few colleges that will be challenging to get into. Finally, apply to some schools that you are certain will admit you.

Colleges are more likely to admit you if your application arrives early, because spots remain available. Most college advisors tell students to submit their applications one or two months before the application deadline, if possible. After submitting your application, call the school and make sure they have received all of your completed admissions, financial aid, and housing paperwork. Some of the more competitive universities have early admissions procedures. In fact, some colleges may ask for your admissions application during the fall, one year before you are admitted. It is very important to keep track of deadlines at the colleges you are applying to.

It is also important to recognize that some colleges are not very competitive. At these colleges, you will probably be admitted simply by sending an application and fulfilling the general admissions requirements. Some colleges are inclined to admit you if you can con​vince them that you are passionate about attending their program. However, preparing in advance is always a good idea.

Funding for Application Fees

College application fees range from $20-50 per school. However, if you qualify for a SAT or ACT test fee waiver, you may also qualify for a waiver that will pay for your college application fees. Some colleges do not charge if you apply online. Ask your high school counselor for details. If you do not qualify for an application fee waiver and cannot afford the application fees, ask your caseworker or planning coordinator for assistance. For more informa​tion about fee waivers, visit the College Board web site at www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/calenfees/feewaivers.html.

Financial Aid

Three Important Documents

Three documents will help you pay for tuition, books, housing, and food. These documents are: (1) the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), (2) the Foster Care Tuition Waiver or Foster Care Scholarship, and (3) the Education & Training Voucher (ETV). Even if your state does not offer a foster care scholarship or a tuition waiver, you should complete the FAFSA and apply for the Education & Training Voucher.

(1) Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

The FAFSA can be accessed online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. You must acquire a PIN number at www.pin.ed.gov before filling out the FAFSA. Some states require you to complete the FAFSA before you can obtain a foster care tuition waiver, If you need help completing the FAFSA, read the information below, ask a college counselor for help, or dial this number 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243).

(2) Foster Care Tuition Waiver or Foster Care Scholarship

Many states offer scholarships for foster youth. Check the following web site to determine if your state offers a foster care tuition waiver or Scholarship: www.nrcys.ou.edu/nrcyd/tuitionwaivermap.htm. Then ask your caseworker, plan coordinator, or foster parent to help you fill out and send the necessary paperwork.

(3) Education & Training Voucher (ETV)

The Education & Training Voucher provides up to $5,000 a year for housing, transportation, books, education, and medical care. For information on how to obtain the ETV, go to www.statevoucher.org, click on your state, call your independent living coordinator, and ask them to send you the necessary forms.

(I) Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

Why the FAFSA?

The most important financial aid document is the FAFSA. After completing the FAFSA, you may qualify for state specific grants that will cover portions of your books, housing, and other costs associated with attending a state university, community college, or technical school. If the amount of financial aid is greater than the cost of tuition, fees, meal plan, and housing in the dorms, you may receive a check for the difference (known as a “difference check”). This money will go fast be​cause you will need to purchase school supplies, pay for car insurance, and use quarters for laundry. Here is an example of what a college student’s financial aid, costs, and difference check could be like:

Financial Aid

$2,700 Tuition Waiver or Foster Care Scholarship

+
$2,500 Educational Training Voucher (ET\/)

+
$2,500 Government Grants from FAFSA




$7,700 Total Financial Aid

Costs

$3,000 Tuition and Fees

+
$2,500 Housing

+
$1,500 Meal Plan







$7,000 Total Cost

Difference Check

$7,700 Total Financial Aid

-
$7,000 Total Cost







   $700 Total Difference Check Amount (free money!)

FAFSA Dates (January-March)

The FAFSA should be completed between January 1st and March 1st if you plan to attend college, community college, or technical college during the upcom​ing fall semester. You must complete the FAFSA every year to receive financial aid. Apply for financial aid as early as possible because federal and state governments award aid on a first-come, first-served basis. If the deadlines for the FAFSA have passed, please do not hesitate to complete it anyway. If you access the FAFSA online and are unable to complete it in one sitting, you can save your information and finish it at another time. The entire FAFSA should take you less than 45 minutes to complete.

Completing the FAFSA

Two documents are linked to the FAFSA: the Student Aid Report (SAR) and the award letter. To complete the financial aid process, you must be aware of all three documents. The FAFSA must be completed once a year, the Student Aid Report (SAR) will be sent to your college every year, and the award letter must be signed or submitted every semester at most state-supported universities, junior colleges, and technical colleges.

The FAFSA can be complex, so ask someone to look over the docu​ment before you submit it. High school and college counselors are will​ing to help you with this task. In fact, many colleges have computer labs and financial aid counselors devoted to helping students complete the FAFSA. If a college or high school counselor helps you, tell them that you were in foster care. You will answer some questions differ​ently than youth who are still dependent upon their biological parents. Follow the steps below to complete the FAFSA.

Step 1: Obtain your W-2 form. This form describes your income during the previous year. Your employer(s) should send it to you before February. If you did not work last year, you do not need this form. Information on your W-2 form is used to complete other tax forms like the 1040EZ.

Step 2: Acquire your tax forms. If you are single, have no children (dependents), and had a job during the previous year, you will probably use the 1040EZ tax form. Tax forms are available at your local library and on the internet. If you do not understand how to complete your tax forms, ask your caseworker, foster parent, high school counselor, or college counselor for help.

Step 3: Make copies of your tax forms and keep them for at least two years. You will need your tax forms as proof that your informa​tion is accurate and to correct any mistakes on the FAFSA.

Step 4: You must register for a 4-digit PIN number at www.pin.ed.gov before accessing your FAFSA online. When registering your PIN, be prepared to give your Social Security Number and birth date. You can request a Social Security card at www.ssa.gov/ssnumber. Your PIN number will be sent to your e-mail account within two days, but may take about three weeks to be mailed to your house. Do not lose your PIN number. You will need your birth date, Social Security Number, PIN number, and password to access your FAFSA. Write down this information and keep it until the fall semester begins, because you may need to make corrections to your FAFSA later.

Step 5: The FAFSA can be filled out online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Completing the FAFSA online can be easier and faster than sending it by mail. For example, a FAFSA sent through the mail may take two weeks longer to process than one that is submitted online. However, if you do not have access to the internet, ask your high school guidance counselor for the paper FAFSA docu​ment, or call 1-800-433-3243.

If you find a mistake on the electronic or paper FAFSA, you can go to the FAFSA web site and click on the link named “Make Corrections to a Processed FAFSA”. You can also submit a cor​rected FAFSA in the mail.

Independence at an Early Age

The most important question on the FAFSA document for current and former foster youth is:

“Are both of the student’s parents deceased, or is he/she (or was he/she until age 18) a ward/dependent of the court?”

Retrieved from the “FAFSA” section of the U.S. Department of Education web site atwww.fafsa.ed.gov on 12/8/2008.

Most foster youth should answer YES to the question above, usually Question 53. After you select YES, you will be classified as independent automatically and you can skip the 4th section entitled “Parents’ Info”.

To avoid answering questions about your parents’ income, answer NO to the following question:

“Do you want to answer questions about the student’s parents’?”

If you are classified as independent, do not fill out any information about your parents or their income.

Most college students do not have the opportunity to be classified as independent at age 18. After the FAFSA is complete, you should be eligible to receive thousands of dollars in federal and state grants.

Retrieved from the “FAFSA” section of the U.S. Department of Education web site atwww.fafsa.ed.gov on 12/8/2008.

Adopted Foster Youth

If you were adopted after being in foster care, ask your caseworker if you can be classified as independent. Some adopted youth cannot be classified as independent unless they receive permission from a judge. If you are adopted in the State of Ohio, you can now qualify as an independent student at the age of 13 starting with school year 2009-2010
Retrieved from the “FAFSA” section of the U.S. Department of Education web site at www.fafsa.ed.gov on 12/8/2008.

Selecting Colleges on the FAFSA

In the last section of the FAFSA you will be asked for the school codes of six colleges that you are applying to. You can find these codes using the search tool on the FAFSA web site. If you are still unable to find them, call the financial aid office at the colleges that you are applying to and ask for their school codes. If you are applying to more than six colleges, send a copy of your Student Aid Report to the schools that you were unable to list. You can also call the school’s financial aid office and ask them to acquire your submitted FAFSA information.

The Student Aid Report (SAR)

The Student Aid Report (SAR) describes your financial aid needs and is issued by the government after your FAFSA has been completed. The SAR will be sent to your e-mail account or through the mail and includes all information on your FAFSA. Your SAR also will be submit​ted electronically to the six colleges you listed at the end of your FAFSA. If you were unable to list some colleges, call each one and ask them to request your FAFSA information. Make sure the information on your SAR is correct or you will have to re-submit your FAFSA. Wrong information on the SAR may indicate that you did not complete your FAFSA correctly. Be sure to keep a copy of your SAR in a safe place.

The most important information on the Student Aid Report (SAR) is your Expected Family Contribution (EFC). Your EFC is the amount of money the government expects your family to pay for your college education. You should have a low EFC if you are a former foster youth and are classified as independent.

You will probably have an EFC of zero if you do not have a high pay​ing job. You should be eligible for more grants if you have a low EFC. If your Expected Family Contribution is high, then:

(1) you are adopted and are not classified as independent OR

(2) you earned a lot of money during the previous year OR

(3) you did not complete the FAFSA correctly

Retrieved from www.finaid.org/fafsa/efc.phtml on 12/8/2008. For more information, access the FinAid web site at www.finaid.org.

The Award Letter

After you have been admitted, you will be awarded financial aid based on your FAFSA information, assuming the FAFSA was filled out correctly and on-time. Award letters will be sent to you from the college’s financial aid office in June or July before the fall semester. Most colleges will mail the award letter to you. Others will send it to an online student e-mail account set up for you by the school, or to your personal e-mail address. You must verify that the information on your award letter is correct. Your tuition waiver, loans, grants, and scholarships should be listed in the letter. If the information is not correct, speak with someone in the financial aid office about changes before signing the letter. Otherwise, sign and date the award letter and return it to the financial aid office as soon as you can.

Keep in mind that award letters must be signed, dated, and returned to the financial aid office every semester.

Becoming Fully Admitted

Some schools may place you on probationary status if you have low grades, poor test scores, or incomplete admissions paperwork. You will be allowed to take some classes, but you will not receive all of your financial aid outside the foster care tuition waiver, foster care scholar​ship, and the Education & Training Voucher (ETV). At most colleges, you must be admitted and fully enrolled before you can receive the full amount of aid you have been awarded. Most colleges consider 12 credit hours to be full time enrollment (one college class equals about three college hours at most colleges). Check with an admissions counselor at your college about what is considered full time enroll​ment. Other students may choose to attend only part time.

(2) Tuition Waivers and Foster Care Scholarships

Most foster care tuition waivers pay your tuition for two to five years at a state university. Other waivers may only cover community college tuition. Some states pay your tuition for as long as you want to attend College or until you turn 21. For example, former foster youth in Texas are eligible for a waiver that allows them to attend college for free, including graduate school, for the rest of their lives. The rules and requirements for tuition waivers and tuition scholarships are different in each state.  Check in the state of Ohio for their waivers.
Tuition waivers can also come in the form of scholarships. Your state may offer a scholarship ranging from $10,000 to $50,000. This money can be combined with the Education & Training Voucher (ETV) and other financial aid funding (from the FAFSA) to pay for college.

Eligibility requirements are different in each state and, unfortunately, some states do not offer tuition waivers or foster care scholarships. Speak with your plan coordinator or caseworker about obtaining a tuition waiver or foster care scholarship before filling out your college paperwork. If you have any tuition waivers or scholarship documents, make plenty of copies and take them to the registrar’s office at the col​lege you will attend. Make sure you keep the originals. Once you have a tuition waiver or foster care scholarship, check with the financial aid office each semester to ensure it is posted to your account.

If you are unsure about whether you qualify for the foster care tuition waiver, ask your caseworker or call your plan coordinator. When apply​ing to technical schools or junior colleges, ask if they will accept your tuition waiver or foster care scholarship.

(3) Education & Training Voucher (ETV)

Extra funding is now available from the federal government to help with your transition into adulthood. If you are a former foster youth, you may be eligible for the Education & Training Voucher (ETV). ETV funds are available in every state. If you are eligible, you will qualify for up to $5,000 a year for housing, child care, transportation needs, computer or other equipment, personal items, and books and supplies. ETV funding can also be used to pay tuition and fees at non-state supported schools. The ETV will help you with expenses that are not covered by foster care scholarships, tuition waivers, and financial aid.

To find the contact information of your independent living coordinator, visit the State Voucher web site (www.statevoucher.org) and click on your state. Call your independent living coordinator and ask for the ETV paperwork. After completing the paperwork, send it to your indepen​dent living coordinator or give it to your caseworker. You should be able to find the contact information of your independent living coordinator on the state voucher web site above. The general requirements for ETV funds are listed below. These may be slightly different in your state.

General Eligibility Requirements

1.
You are 18, 19 or 20 years old.

2.
You are in foster care or you were in foster care as a teenager and you are a US citizen or qualified non-citizen.

3.
You aged out of the foster care system at age 18 or were adopted from foster care with adoption finalization after your 16th birthday.

4.
You have been accepted into or are enrolled in a degree, certificate or other program at a college, university, technical or vocational school and you show progress towards that degree or certificate.

Retrieved from the Ohio home page on the StateVoucher.org web site (www.statevoucher.org/state.php?state=OH) on 12/8/2008.
Student Loans

Loans are different from grants because you have to pay them back. If you are a former foster youth and have completed all of your financial aid forms, you may not need loans in the fall and spring semesters. Some students run out of federal grant monies (free government money) during the summer. If you decide to take summer classes, you may need loans to pay for tuition, books, and housing. Also, if you do not have a tuition waiver or scholarship, you may need to apply for student loans. Avoid student loans if possible.

Subsidized Loans

A loan is classified as subsidized when the government pays the interest while you attend college. The interest that you pay begins to add-up six months after you leave college. The government designates subsidized loans for people who have low incomes or low Expected Family Contributions. If you are a former foster youth, you should be able to qualify for subsidized loans.

Unsubsidized Loans

A loan is classified as unsubsidized when the government does not pay the interest. The interest that you pay begins adding up immediately and will continue throughout your college career and beyond.

Always choose a subsidized loan if you have the option.

How to Lose Your Benefits

Once you arrive on campus, you will be expected to maintain good academic standing. You will have to fulfill grade and attendance requirements or you may be placed on probation. Most colleges require a 2.5 GPA or above on a 4.0 scale to remain in good academic standing. Requirements among colleges may vary. If you regularly fail to meet the college’s requirements, you may be asked to leave.

Most states require you to enroll in college immediately or soon after you graduate from high school. If you wait three years or more to apply to college, you may lose the opportunity to qualify for tuition waivers and scholarships designated for foster youth. Even if you are unsure about your future, it may be wise to enroll in college now. You never know how far you can go unless you try.

The financial aid process seems complex, but it becomes easier after you complete it the first time.

Final Details

Enroll in Classes

You must be enrolled in at least 12 credit hours (four classes) to re​ceive all your financial aid and be considered a full-time student at a junior college or four-year university. Students enrolled in less than 12 credit hours may still receive some financial aid, but will be classified as part-time. To receive financial aid at vocational schools and techni​cal colleges, you may have to fulfill different course requirements.

Attend Student Orientation

Most schools have mandatory orientations for incoming students. Orientation is your chance to become acquainted with the school and other college students. You will also learn about student life.

Check Your Financial Aid

Keep an eye on your financial aid, and make sure your paperwork is complete. You do not want to forget anything and be reminded of it on the first day of class.

Purchase Books and Supplies

Books and supplies may cost up to $500 per semester unless you purchase them online. Ask your caseworker if you qualify for extra funding that will help you pay for books and supplies. However, if you completed your FAFSA correctly and on time, you may have enough funds to purchase pens, pencils, notebooks, binders, and textbooks.

Move into the Dorms or an Apartment

Some colleges require you to live in the dorms during your first and second years on campus. Some junior colleges and vocational schools do not have dorms so you will have to move into an apartment.

Housing

Dorm Life

Most state colleges require you to stay in an on-campus dorm during your first year. Typically you are not allowed to have your own apart​ment until your sophomore or junior year. However, there are clear advantages to living in a college dorm, such as meeting new friends and enjoying activities like barbecues, parties, and games. Other cam​pus activities may include concerts, rock climbing, and movie nights.

Another advantage of choosing to live in the dorms is that you will not have to pay separate rent and utility bills at the end of each month. Usually, rent, water, electricity, A/C, heat, and internet bills are included in one housing bill at the beginning of the semester. Housing costs are typically deducted from your financial aid package (grants, loans, and scholarships) after your tuition and fees are paid. The amount of charges and the time of deduction will vary from college to college. Some universities charge rent each month for staying in on-campus apartments. However, on-campus apartments can be very expensive. If you feel better suited for an apartment, then go for it! Your financial aid may cover the cost. Be sure to compare the amount of financial aid you receive with the apartment costs. Whatever you choose, be sure to contact your college’s housing office and ask for more information.

Deadlines and Deposits

Housing applications are usually due around February and may be sent separately from your college admissions paperwork. Once you have been admitted, colleges will automatically process your housing request. You will have to pay a security deposit ($50 - $200) before moving into the dorms or an on-campus apartment. The deadline for this deposit is very important at many colleges. Applying for housing early gives you a better chance to live in the building of your choice. It is very important that you ask about housing policies at your college.

Going Home During the Breaks

You may choose to move back home with your foster parents during the break, if they approve. However, some states want you to move out on your own while you are obtaining a higher education or pursuing job opportunities. You may be required to have a background check if you decide to live with your former foster family for more than two weeks. Still, many students choose to spend breaks with their relatives, former foster family, or friends. Feel free to stay in touch with your foster parents once you leave their home.

Some colleges allow you to keep your belongings in your dorm room during Thanksgiving, winter, and spring breaks. If you choose not to enroll in classes during the summer, take your belongings home or rent a storage unit for about $35.00 a month. If you live in an apart​ment, break housing will not apply to you.

Break Housing

Most colleges ask students to return home during Christmas and spring break, but many offer break housing. If you have recently eman​cipated from foster care and do not intend to return to your former foster or biological family, you should call the university in advance to ask about break housing policies.

A majority of universities reserve particular buildings or floors for break housing. You may have to move into another dorm during the winter and spring break, and sometimes during Thanksgiving. If you want to prevent moving during the breaks, sign up for a building and floor that supports break housing several months before the begin​ning of the semester. Contact the university housing director and explain your situation if you are unable to obtain a room in a break housing building.

Some universities charge for break housing. Your financial aid may help pay for break housing charges. Some colleges do not charge for break housing and each university housing policy will be different.

Most college buildings, including the cafeteria, close during the winter break. If you have an on-campus job, you may be unable to work until mid-January. Therefore, you should save part of your financial aid or work money for food and other necessary items during breaks.

Summer Housing

You may be able to stay in the dorms if you take summer classes. If you do not enroll in summer courses the summer is an excellent time for you to begin living in an apartment. You should begin looking for an apartment early in March. If you have never rented an apartment before, you may be required to have someone co-sign the lease. Ask your former foster parents if they will co-sign for you. You will also have to pay a security deposit before moving in. Some apartments offer three-month summer leases, which is ideal if you plan to go back to the dorm for your second year in college. By returning to the dorms, you can save money, use financial aid to help pay for your housing, and stay involved in on-campus activities.

Family Housing

Many colleges have separate living areas for families, which can pro​vide better access to everything on campus. Break housing is offered to families who remain on campus when classes let out. Many colleges offer reasonably priced day-care services as well. Call the housing office to find out what services are offered at your college or university.

Transportation
Many students purchase a bike to get around campus. Riding a bicycle may help you save money that you would spend on gas or parking. However, you may decide to purchase a car at some point during your college career. Colleges have limited parking and can charge $35 to $225 a year for a parking permit. Many students find a job or use a portion of their financial aid money to pay for transportation expenses.

Dorm Item List

Bedding Materials – for twin beds

Sheets (regular or long depending on the school and dorm)

Comforter, blanket

Towels

Bathroom

Toiletries such as toothpaste, toothbrush, fingernail clippers, soap, shampoo, Q-tips

Basket to carry items

Band-aids and medicines including prescriptions

Shower slippers for community showers

Electronic Equipment

Desktop or laptop computer (if you’re lucky; if not use university computer labs)

Alarm clock

Study lamp

TV, stereo

Clothes and Laundry

School clothes for summer and winter (dorms do not offer much space)

Laundry basket

Laundry detergent, and stain remover

Iron and small ironing board

Sewing kit

Purchase a laundry card or use change

Food Items, Etc.

Small refrigerator

Microwave

Microwavable dishes

Plastic wrap

Various snacks - do you like Ramen noodles?

College Checklists

Checklist for Four-Year Universities

Admissions Application

· Select colleges you will apply to.

· Complete admissions applications.

· Pay application fees or send application fee waiver.

· Send final high school transcripts.

· Send official test scores.

· Acquire letters of recommendation.

· Write your admissions essay.

· Mail your completed admissions application packet.

Financial Aid

· Complete the FAFSA by March, which will qualify you to receive financial aid, grants, loans and need-based scholarships.

· Apply for the Education & Training Voucher (ETV).

· Apply for tuition waiver or foster care scholarships.

Admittance

· Look for your acceptance letter in the mail.

· Meet with an admissions advisor to check your progress in meet​ing admissions requirements and deadlines.

· Meet with a course advisor to enroll in classes. Your full financial aid will not apply until you enroll in 12 credit hours (four classes).

· Visit the financial aid office and make sure you have completed all the necessary forms.

· Check your housing options including break housing. 

· Pay your housing deposit before you move in.

· Look for a part time job if you need one.

· Attend student orientation during the summer.

· Purchase books and supplies.

· Move in!

Checklist for Community Colleges

Admissions Application

· Select community colleges you will apply to.

· Complete admissions applications.

· Pay application fees or send your application fee waiver.

· Send final high school transcripts, a GED certificate, or GED test results.

· Send official test scores if required.

· Acquire letters of recommendation if required.

· Write an admissions essay if required.

· Mail your completed admissions application packet.

Financial Aid

· Complete the FAFSA by March, which will qualify you to receive financial aid, grants, loans and need- based scholarships.

· Apply for the Education & Training Voucher (ETV).

· Apply for a tuition waiver or foster care scholarships.

Admittance

· Look for your acceptance letter in the mail.

· Meet with an admissions advisor to check your progress in meet​ing admissions requirements and deadlines.

· Meet with a course advisor to enroll in classes. Your full financial aid will not apply until you are enrolled for 12 credit hours (four classes).

· Visit the financial aid office and make sure you have completed all the necessary forms.

· Check your housing options including apartments and dorms.

· You can use grants, loans, and financial aid to help pay for your living costs.

· Pay your security deposit before you move in.

· Look for a part time job if you need one.

· Purchase books and supplies.

· You made it!

Checklist for Technical Colleges

Admissions Application

· Select technical colleges you will apply to.

· Complete admissions applications.

· Send final high school transcripts, a GED certificate, or GED test results.

· Mail your completed admissions application packet.

Financial Aid

· Complete the FAFSA by March, which will qualify you to receive financial aid, grants, loans and need- based scholarships.

· Apply for the Education & Training Voucher (ETV).

· Apply for foster care scholarships.

Admittance

· Finalize your housing options. You will need to find an apartment.

· Pay your security deposit before moving in.

· Meet with a course advisor to schedule your first semester.

· Complete and submit all financial aid forms.

· Purchase books and supplies.

· Congratulations, you made it!

Survival Tips

Accountability

College is different from high school in many ways. You have the freedom to come and go as you choose. Most professors do not take attendance, so it is your responsibility to show up to class and acquire the knowledge you need for your profession.

Developmental College Courses

If you feel unprepared for the academic challenges that lie ahead, un​derstand that college professors recognize that students have different academic backgrounds. They also know that some students are behind in their academic preparation. Therefore, colleges offer developmental courses in reading, writing, and Algebra to help students. Many students take developmental courses during their first year in college.

Choosing Your Major

Do not worry if you are uncertain about your future profession when you begin college. Some students start college without declaring a major. It is okay to change majors within your first year of study, but soon after you will lose time, money, and effort. Career examinations may be offered to help students choose a career path. Try to find an occupation that interests you so you don’t lose course credit by chang​ing your major many times. Students who continually change their major area of study often never complete a degree.

Tutoring

Many universities provide free tutoring to students in subjects like English and Algebra. Please seek tutoring if you are struggling in a class or make a grade that you are not satisfied with. Tutors are paid by the university to help you learn class material and improve your grades.

Time Scheduling

Time scheduling is one of the most important tasks for you and every college student. You must schedule time to study, work, rest, and socialize. Some students choose to map out each day in 4-hour blocks. A typical day might look like this:

4 Hour Block
8:00 am 
to 
l2:00 pm


Lunch
l2:00 pm
to
l:00 pm

4 Hour Block
l:00 pm
to
5:00 pm


Dinner
5:00pm
to
6:00 pm

4 Hour Block
6:00pm
to
10:00 pm


Free Time

Skipping Class

You are expected to never miss class and always arrive on time. Most professors will tell you that they consider your attendance and class participation when evaluating your grades at the end of the semester. During class, professors will tell you what you need to study for the test.

Talking with Your Professors

Professors want to help students succeed. If you have questions about assignments or class material, visit your professors during their office hours. Graduate students may also be available to answer your ques​tions and help you with assignments. Remember, professors and gradu​ate assistants are available to help you and most are flexible and friendly.

College Counseling Centers

When beginning college, you must become accustomed to living on your own. You will have to balance homework, relationships, and finances. These new life experiences can be stressful. However, many colleges offer on-campus counseling services. Campus counseling centers have counselors who really care about you and usually offer their services for free. No matter what situation you face, counselors are available to assist you. If you need more intensive help, they can recommend a licensed professional counselor near you.

Counselors at the center may encourage you to set appointments every two weeks if you need extended guidance. Do not feel ashamed to use on-campus counseling because everyone experiences down times. You should take full advantage of the free service if you need it.

Most counseling centers also offer career counseling. Your center may own software that can help you understand your career preferences.

College Health & Medical Centers

Many colleges have on-campus health centers. These centers offer medi​cal and health services to students at discounted rates. Some centers have the type of equipment necessary to take x-rays. Certain prescrip​tions may be offered to you at low rates. For example, instead of paying $92.00 for a prescription, you could pay $25.00. The types of health services offered will be different at each college. For more information, contact the college you plan to attend or visit their web site.

Money Management

Many college students fall into debt because they do not live within their weekly budget. Calculate your expenses in advance. You should also save some money each week for expenses like car repairs, supplies for special school projects, and Christmas presents.

Be careful when filling out credit card applications. Many times credit cards have hidden fees and high interest which can make paying your monthly credit card bill difficult. Your credit may suffer if you apply for more than one credit card. Please do not apply for a credit card just to receive free gifts like t-shirts and calling cards.

Always pay your bills on time. Even a late cell phone payment can hurt your ability to get a car or apartment in the future.

Job Corps

If you do not think that college is right for you at this time but want vocational training, consider applying to the Job Corps. They will help you obtain a high school diploma, GED, or associates degree if you are aged 16-24 and meet the income requirements. The Job Corps can also help you obtain a drivers license, will provide you with housing, and will provide money and free transportation to various activities.

Job Corps programs offer training for different occupations. If the Job Corps in your state does not offer training for the occupation you want, you can transfer to a Job Corps center in another state that provides the right training for you. More than 120 Job Corps centers are located throughout the United States, so you should be able to find training for a career that interests you.

For more information, call 1-800-733-5627 or visit the Job Corps web site at jobcorps.doleta.gov/about.cfm.

Retrieved at jobcorps.doleta.gov/center.cfm on 12/8/2008.

Scholarship Search Websites
www.finaid.com




www.gmsp.org

www.fastaid.com




www.supercollege.org

www.collegeboard.com



www.collegescholarships.com

www.coca-colascholars.org



www.collegetoolkit.com

www.uncf.org





www.free-4u.com

www.brokescholar.com



www.studentawards.com

www.freschinfo.com




www.scholarshipexperts.com

www.nextstudent.com




www.freescholarshipguide.com

www.scholarships.com



www.guaranteed-scholarships.com

www.collegeanswer.com



www.careersandcolleges.com

www.scholarshipsforhispanics.org


www.hsf.com

www.srnexpress.com




www.fastweb.com

www.findtuition.com




www.collegenet.com/mach25
www.financialaid.com



www.mapping-your-future.com
www.petersons.com




http://www.actstudent.org/
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