Does the ICPC apply to placements of children into residential treatment facilities located in another state? 

Answer:
Generally yes. Approval via ICPC from the state in which the residential facility is located is required in order for a child from a different state to be placed there. The ICPC process for residential placements varies somewhat from state to state. Some states prohibit the physical placement of a child at any time prior to receipt of written approval from the state’s ICPC office. Some states require a placement request to be submitted via ICPC for residential placements, but they permit children to be physically placed before the request is received and approved. In states that allow placement before approval, the ICPC process is used more as a means of keeping track of who is being served in the state’s residential programs instead of a process for determining the suitability of the placement. The residential programs themselves are generally knowledgeable about the ICPC process for the state in which they are located. 

The ICPC applies regardless of whether the out-of-state residential placement is being made by public or private agency or by the child’s own family. Residential programs will typically guide families through the ICPC process when it is a family that is placing a child from out-of-state into the program. 

Interstate placements into certain types of facilities are specifically excluded from the ICPC. These include the following: 
· Placements in boarding schools or, in the language of the ICPC, placements in “any institution that is primarily educational in character” are not covered by ICPC. Many treatment-oriented facilities include an on-site school, but this does not exclude them from coverage by ICPC. ICPC does not cover placements at any institution that is strictly a boarding school. If the institution markets itself as providing specific treatment or behavioral rehabilitation, or if there is a set of admission criteria that makes reference to specific treatment needs, the institution is most likely covered by ICPC. 
· Placements in hospitals or other medical facilities are not covered by ICPC. If medical care for acute conditions is not the primary function of the facility, it does not fit this category. 
· Placements in institutions that are specifically for the treatment of individuals with acute mental illness or developmental disabilities are not subject to the ICPC.

· Short-term placements for assessment and stabilization of children with mental illness or developmental disabilities are not subject to the ICPC.

