Independent Living Legislative Workgroup - Housing Committee

Meeting Minutes


Date: November 13, 2008

Attendance: Brandi Scales (PCSAO), Angela Lariviere (COHHIO YEP), Craig Riedel (Cuyahoga County Children's Services), Jeff Sloat (Viaquest Behavioral Health of Ohio), Mark Mecum (OACCA)

HUD Family Unification Program (FUP)
· One of the reasons it not commonly used by public housing authorities and children's services agencies is because it is hard to work with youth with Section 8 vouchers. There are not many rental units available for them. Long waiting lists for the vouchers also block access. 
· Especially with the recent expansion of FUP dollars to states, communities in Ohio should utilize this resource to the best of their ability because it promotes independent living for transitioning foster youth. 
· We should partner with regional HUD offices in Ohio to promote awareness of FUP among public housing authorities.  
· Clarification is needed on how FUP vouchers can be purused. Angela mentioned that she will follow up with Spencer from COHHIO on this. Mark also found this information from the National Center for Housing and Child Welfare: 
· How does FUP work? 
· HUD’s Family Unification Program (FUP) is administered through local level partnerships between public housing authorities and public child welfare agencies. PHAs administer FUP Section 8 vouchers to families and youth who have been certified as eligible for FUP by the public child welfare agency (PCWA). The child welfare agency assists clients in gathering the necessary Section 8 paperwork and provides services to help the household obtain and maintain safe, stable and permanent housing.
· How can I get more information about FUP? 
· For more information about how to apply for and implement FUP your community, please visit www.nchcw.org. NCHCW serves as a bridge between affordable housing resources and the child welfare system on behalf of vulnerable families and youth and professional staff and advocates with whom they work. We build PHA-PCWA partnerships in order to ensure that children do not enter or linger needlessly in foster care due to affordable housing problems.  NCHCW aims to ensure that each young person who ages out of the foster care system has a solid plan for housing stability. NCHCW worked with Congress to secure this $20 million in new funding for the Family Unification Program and continues to advocate for investments in this important program. 
Ohio Department of Development Housing Trust Fund

· The ODOD Housing Trust Fund provides agencies with funds for housing transitional youth. There has been a campaign to increase the amount of money that ODOD allocates to community housing shelters as well. Angela said she is going to provide more information about this.

Other States’ Programs
· We need to research housing programs for transitional youth in other states.  What have state agencies set up specifically for this population? How can Ohio duplicate best practices in this area? California and Colorado supposedly have great programs. Colorado even has a homeless youth state office. We could offer in our recommendations that Ohio create a state office for homeless youth. 


DYS Youth
· We discussed the housing needs for youth on parole from DYS. Are they eligible for the same IL services that aged out foster youth are? Mark will talk to Cedric Collins at ODYS about this. 


Higher Education

· The higher education housing needs of transitional youth is being focused on by the Higher Education Committee.

· Angela mentioned that for aged out youth pursuing higher education, housing is a crucial need. COHHIO completed a study of the off-quarter housing options on Ohio's university campuses in 2003 and will share this with the committee. Angela mentioned that all public school districts are supposed to have a transitional homeless youth coordinator called the Homeless Education Liaison. ODE oversees this and has monthly Liaison meetings. The committee also discussed the need for aged out foster youth to have a case manager/advisor at their college to assist them with accessing transitional services. Universities should have an enrollment form that permits aged out foster youth to self-identify so that the university can collect data. 


State IL Office
· The need for an ODJFS Office for Independent Living was stressed, as it could coordinate the use of federal funds locally. Or there could be a cross-agency coordinator housed in the Governor's Office of Faith Based and Community Initiative, for example. Angela mentioned that she is already working on this idea and that we could approach the Interagency Council on Homelessness.


Ohio Benefit Bank

· We should approach ODJFS and the Ohio Benefit Bank to include in the OBB database of services all services that aged out foster youth are eligible for: Chaffee, ETV, Medicaid, etc.  The Medicaid Committee has also mentioned the need to include IL eligibility in the OBB.


To Do for Next Meeting:
· Recruit the following to attend our next meeting:

· Angela's co-worker Erica 
· Someone from the local HUD office 
· Someone from the Ohio Benefit 

· Mark will follow up with Angela regarding workforce and housing policy ideas in January, after COHHIO has drafted their public policy agenda. And Mark will follow up regarding the ODE Liaison monthly meetings.

· Angela will bring information to our next meeting regarding the campaign to increase funds to the Ohio Housing Trust Fund.

Next Meeting: December 18, 1-3pm, OACCA office
