Independent Living Legislative Workgroup - Mentoring Committee

Meeting Minutes
Date: Thursday, December 4, 2008
Attendance:   Bryan Brown (Starr Commonwealth), Mark Mecum (OACCA), Doris Edelman (Montgomery County Children’s Service), Stacia Burlingame (Montgomery County Children’s Services), Darlene Dalton (ODJFS), Rodger Stauffer (Choices)

1. Peer Mentoring Services in Ohio Today

a. Types of Programs
1. Virtual, peer, adult, group

2. Starr Commonwealth has an alumni support and assistance project. 

3. Orphans Foundation of America has a very successful virtual mentor program.

4. Programs in Ohio for foster youth are county-run and required by Chaffee
b. Governor’s Office of FBCI
1. TANF funded RFP that has many stipulations. Not many agencies applied for this grant, which was around $200,000. We should investigate if WIA funds could be used for this grant instead.
c. Big Brothers Big Sisters
1. Not really available for foster youth – run through public schools.
d. CWLA Fostering Healthy Connections
1. Makes available $30,000 in grant funds for mentoring programs. Mark will determine the next opportunity for agencies to apply. More information can be found here: http://www.cwla.org/programs/fostercare/peermentoringrfp.htm 
e. Federal Government Agencies 
1. The committee reviewed several mentoring programs offered by various federal agencies.

2. Relationship to Youth Advisory Boards

a. We could utilize the youth advisory boards for group mentoring purposes or as a pool base for peer mentors. 

3. Successful Programs From Other States
a. Mark will research how other states have taken leadership roles in ensuring mentoring opportunities for their foster youth.


4. National Youth in Transition Database

a. Mandates youth mentoring, part of Chaffee requirements. The purpose of the database is to monitor use of Chaffee dollars.

5. Recommendations

a. ODJFS should write administrative code rules that establish minimum standards for the mentoring programs that county children services agencies are required to have in place for transition-age foster youth.

1. Standards should be based on the Cuyahoga County Department of Children’s Services best practice model.
2. Determine if WIA could fund the county programs.


6. Next Meeting: invite Gerry Cain of ODJFS WIA to discuss the Governor’s Office of FBCI mentoring grant and the possibility of county mentoring standards and rules.
