
Independent Living Legislative Workgroup - Transportation Committee

Meeting Minutes
Date: Friday, January 9, 2009
Attendance: Yvonne Grey (ODJFS), Doris Edelman (Montgomery County Children’s Services), Mark Mecum (OACCA), Melinda Collins (Rosemont Center), Bryan Brown (Starr Commonwealth), Lisa Dickson (Foster Care Alumni of America – Ohio)

1. Driver’s License Law Variations in Other States 

a. The committee discussed how other states approach the issue of foster youth attaining driver’s licenses in other states.  Many states establish a policy in which liability is waived for the co-signer (a designee of the custodial agency).
1. Mark will research if there are outcomes/statistics of the successful Arkansas driving program for foster youth.

2. Liability & Obligation Re: Driver’s License Application

a. The committee discussed how current law in Ohio provides limited access for foster youth to obtain driver’s licenses – a custodial agency or foster parent may sign the driver’s license application and would automatically assume liability when the youth is uninsured.  Automatic liability prevents custodial agencies from co-signing or authorizing a foster parent to co-sign.  Some custodial agencies actually prohibit foster parents from co-signing.


3. Recap of Meeting with Ohio Department of Public Safety

a. Mark Mecum met with officials from ODPS who suggested that we advocate for a change in state law that allows custodial agencies to be an authorized auto insurance policy holder for youth in custody.  This would allow custodial agencies to ensure youth are insured 100% of the time – thus there would be no liability implications.  The obvious drawback of this approach is that the custodial agency would be the purchaser of the auto insurance.  This cost – and the required oversight of the insurance policy – would likely still be a significant barrier for custodial agencies. 


4. Providing Driver’s Education to Youth in Care
a. County children’s services agencies may use TANF to fund driver’s education programs for youth in care.  Perhaps mandating driver’s education – and maximizing TANF funds for this – should be the extent of our recommendations. 

5. Financial Assistance

a. Driver’s Education: TANF
b. Car Costs and Maintenance: TANF

c. Auto Insurance: TANF, possibly Chaffee

1. Mark will contact ODJFS to determine if this could be an allowable IV-E cost and added to a foster parent’s per diem rate.

2. Mark will research state funding sources for foster youth auto insurance.

